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gradual dispersal away from the nest site is
unknown. At five nests all of the young roosted
within the nest for the entire duration of their
stay, while at five other nests none of the young
ever roosted within the nest, but on the rafters
nearby. In two nests the young began by roosting
within the nest for the first few nights, and then
graduated to roosting nearby on the rafters. In
the remaining two nests there was no preference
for either the nest or the rafters, both being used
in no particular order. 

During this study only the adult birds nesting
within the study site (and their offspring) ever
roosted overnight within the study sheds, not
even in sheds that did not have active nests. This
was despite the fact that many more birds than
could be accounted for by the study population
were often in the immediate vicinity, especially
late in the evening. There was ample evidence

however, that young birds from the study
population often roosted (and rested) within the
nesting sheds during daytime, especially in the
first few days after fledging, but also during rainy
weather. 
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A living sei whale (Balaenoptera borealis
(Lesson, 1828)) was recorded for the first time in
Irish coastal waters on 11, 13 and 14 September
2009, from land-based look-outs on Annagh
Head and Erris Head and at sea, in Broadhaven
Bay, Co Mayo (Fig. 1). Species’ identification was
confirmed by the size, estimated to be 14-16 m
in length, the presence of one longitudinal ridge
on the head, and the dark colouration of the
baleen plates and lower jaw on the right side of
the individual. On all occasions, the sei whale
was foraging in close proximity to the coast for 2-
4 hours, continuously skim-feeding in a confined
area (Fig. 1). Patches of small schooling fish were

observed at the surface in the immediate vicinity
of the foraging whale at each sighting. One
individual was photo-identified on 13
September, and re-sighted on 14 September
within Broadhaven Bay. Potentially the same
individual was resighted near the island of
Inishbofin on 23 September (Online at:
http://www.iwdg.ie/iscope/sightings/details.asp?i
d=14173. Date accessed: 28 October 2010).

Historical whaling is thought to have had a
profound effect on overall sei whale population
status, largely depleting the eastern North
Atlantic Stock (Reilly et al. 2008). Irish whaling
data show the presence of sei hales off the north-
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west coast during the early 1900s. During 9 years
of whaling (1908-1922), 894 whales, of which
91 sei whales, were caught within a 120 km
radius of two whaling stations situated on the
Inishkea South Island and in Blacksod Bay, Co
Mayo (Fairley 1981). Both former stations are
located within a 25 km radius of the current
sightings.

In addition, two sei whale strandings were
recorded during the whaling period (Hamer
1914, Sleeman and Bond 1987). Only one
stranding was recorded in recent years, in 2006
(Whooley and Steele 2007).

Sei whales generally have an offshore
distribution and are reported only occasionally in
coastal waters. The species is thought to migrate
northwards through Irish and UK waters in
spring, returning southwards in autumn
(Harwood and Wilson 2001). In recent years, sei
whale sightings in Irish waters have been
confined to the offshore areas of the Rockall
Bank and the Porcupine Seabight (O'Cadhla et
al. 2004). Apart from eight unconfirmed
sightings of sei whales off Cape Clear between
1970 and 2002 (S. Wing pers. comm.),
monitoring efforts at several locations along the
Irish coast have not recorded the species in
coastal waters in recent years (O’Brien et al. 2009
).

The presence of the species off north-west
Ireland could be explained by the proximity of
the continental shelf edge, known for its high
productivity. The continuous foraging behaviour
and multiple-day presence of at least one
individual in unusual close proximity to the coast
does indicate a foraging-potential in these waters
for baleen whales. Whether the presence of a sei

whale in north-west Irish waters, the first
confirmed sighting in Irish coastal waters, is a
singular observation, or an indication that this
species may (re-)establish its use of these waters,
will be assessed by continued monitoring in the
area.
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Figure1. Sei whale sightings and foraging
areas in Broadhaven Bay and surrounding
waters, Co. Mayo. Adapted from the All
Ireland Bedrock map at www.dcenr.gov.ie.
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For more than 70 years (since 1924 when
A. R. Nichols retired as curator), little curation
had been carried out on the Irish and British
marine molluscan collections of the National
Museum of Ireland. The most recent work
during that period comprised a general typescript
assessment of the complete molluscan collections
and a systematic list of the material stored in
alcohol, both prepared by JMCH in 1981. The
collections include: type and cited specimens;
species new to both Britain and Ireland; voucher
collections from important surveys (historical
and modern), together with local collections by
leading conchologists and marine biologists. 

In 1995, a partnership project between the
Ulster Museum (Belfast: JDN taxonomic
expertise) and the National Museum of Ireland
(Dublin: JMCH collections management) was
begun to catalogue these molluscan collections
(both dry and those stored in alcohol), and to
make this information available to all through
publication. Despite the limited time available to
JDN, documentation was largely complete by
2000. This work also included basic curatorial
duties: cleaning, tidying and labelling many

thousands of specimens (thus improving access);
assigning accession numbers to unlabelled
material; and confirming and correcting the
identification of all but the most difficult small
species. In particular, the entire BioMar survey
(1990s; 620 lots) voucher collection was
examined and corrections to identification made
by JDN.

In subsequent years, the specimen
information was transferred to a suitable
electronic format. With the onset of web
technology, the internet was considered to be the
ideal means to make the catalogue available. The
Catalogue of Marine Mollusca web site
(www.habitas.org.uk/nmi_catalogue) was first
published in December 2005 (hosted by Habitas
Online at National Museums Northern Ireland;
constructed by Mrs Fiona McCrory), with
additional specimen records added to the
database for a further two years, being complete
in 2008. The entire collection of 10 405 lots is
stored in the Museum facility at Beggars Bush,
Dublin, and available to researchers by
appointment. A copy of the catalogue database
(Microsoft Access format) was lodged with the
National Museum of Ireland in 2008. Minor
updates to the web site are carried out on an

A catalogue of the Irish and British
marine Mollusca in the collections of
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